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Gonnecticut Master Chorale

Tina Johns Heidrich, Music Director and Conductor
Joseph Jacovino, Jr., Accompanist
Connecticut Master Chorale Holiday Brass
Connecticut Master Chorale Orchestra

2026-2027 Concert Season
Our 26” Season!

Holiday Prelude Concert

Presenting our unique variety of Holiday music, including
selections for Winter, Advent and Hanukkah, joyous carols,
gospel, jazz, swing, and morel!

Special feature: “An Eastern European Holiday”, with music from
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, and Ukraine.

Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 3:00 pm
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Spring Concert
CREATION by Dan Forrest

Dan Forrest unfolds a spectacularly sweeping score in
CREATION, his newest and most expansive work to date.

Designed as a symphonic masterwork, it explores the wonders
of creation through a dazzling variety of musical expressions.

Reviewers have hailed CREATION's cinematic quality, called it
Dan's "most sophisticated composition", "the most joy ful,

exuberant piece of music" and described it as "a thrill!".

Sunday, April 4, 2027 — 3:00 pm

Both concerts at First Congregational Church of Danbury

203-740-9533
www.cmchorale.org



Bhout the CGonnecticut Master Chorale

The Connecticut Master Chorale, founded and directed by Tina
Johns Heidrich in 1999, is a premiere ensemble of professional caliber
vocalists in Western Connecticut. As we continue into our third
decade, we are especially grateful for the enthusiastic audiences who
have contributed to our success, and we look forward to continuing
our tradition of bringing dynamic and exciting music to the area.

As we look back at our achievements, we have had many special
experiences in addition to our regularly scheduled concerts each year.

One of our most exciting honors was being invited to perform at
the White House in December 2002. We were selected through a
recorded audition and sang in the Grand Foyer for thousands of White
House guests, including workers for Air-Force One and Marine-One,
the Marine Corps, the Secret Service, and their families. We are
extremely proud to have been granted this distinction!

We were invited to sing in the U.S. premiere of Karl Jenkins' Stabat
Mater at Lincoln Center in New York City in January 2009. Meeting
the composer, hearing his comments, and singing the piece in his
presence added insight and inspiration to our performance in March
2009 in Connecticut.

On Easter Sunday 2002, we performed by invitation at Carnegie
Hall, singing John Rutter’s Magnificat under his direction. We
returned to Carnegie Hall in January 2003 to sing Mozart’s Coronation
Mass, and again in November 2005, when Rutter conducted us in a
performance of his Mass of the Children.

Another accomplishment was winning the annual McDonald’s
Gospelfest Competition for three consecutive years. In June 2004, we
performed as a Regional Representative in Gospelfest 2004 at
Madison Square Garden. Our 2001 Gospelfest performance was
televised on ABC in July 2001.

We have also sung as invited guests at West Point Military
Academy, and with the Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra. Our concert
recordings have been featured on WMNR Fine Arts Radio, and WJM]
in Hartford.

It is a pleasure to welcome you to our performance, and we thank
you for your support. We are especially grateful to the First
Congregational Church of Danbury, our advertisers, our contributing
members, our audience, and to the many individuals who help support
us. For more information about the Chorale, please call 203-775-2602
or visit www.cmchorale.org.




Connecticut Master Chorale

on the web

www.cmchorale.org

* Season Information
* About the Chorale
* Recordings
* Advertisers & Contributors
* News & Reviews
* Chorale Repertoire
* Past Concerts
* Contact Us
* Auditions

f Follow us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/CMC.ConnecticutMasterChorale



About Our Director

. Tina Johns Heidrich is the Founder and

— Music Director of the Connecticut Master Chorale.

A dynamic leader with her own distinct vision and

style, she consistently produces memorable

performances filled with sensitivity, emotion and

passion, engaging both singers and audience. Her

unique approach of “work hard but have fun” and

her immense energy ensure an exciting and

.1 educational experience for her singers, while eliciting
their very highest performance quality.

Ms. Heidrich has led the Chorale to artistic acclaim and recognition -
including the great honor of being invited to sing at the White House in
December 2002. The Chorale sang by invitation in January 2009 at
Lincoln Center in the U.S. premiere of Karl Jenkins” “Stabat Mater”. The
Chorale has also performed at Madison Square Garden, Carnegie Hall
(three times), West Point Military Academy, and with the Ridgefield
Symphony as their guest chorus — all by invitation. They won the annual
McDonald’s Gospelfest Competition for three consecutive years and
appeared on ABC TV.

Born and raised in Danbury, Ms. Heidrich earned her Bachelor and
Master of Science Degrees in Music Education with a major in voice,
from Western Connecticut State University.

With an extensive background and years of experience in choral and
orchestral conducting, she has directed numerous school, church, and
community choirs and orchestras, as well as musical theatre. She has
directed choruses on tour in Eastern Europe, Canada, and Washington,
DC, and on ABC’s “Good Morning America”, and has served as Guest
Conductor for several groups, including the Danbury Music Centre’s
annual “Messiah” performance, and Guest Clinician for the Western
Connecticut State University Chamber Choir Festival.

For twenty-eight years, Ms. Heidrich was the Director of Music of the
First Congregational Church of Bethel, where she served as organist and
directed the Sanctuary and Handbell Choirs.

“As the Chorale continues into our third decade, I remain as excited as
I was when the group began. We have performed over 600 unique pieces
by nearly 475 composers in many venues, and worked with today’s leading
composers. And what pleases me most both personally and professionally,
is the music we create, the outstanding sound of the group, the satisfaction
after each performance, and the enthusiasm and loyalty of our audiences.”



Gonnecticut Master Chorale
DMemorable Moments

Founded in 1999
White House Christmas performance
Guests of West Point Military Academy

Carnegie Hall with John Rutter
1t time: 2002 Rutter’s “Magnificat”

Carnegie Hall with Terre Johnson
2" time: 2003 Mozart’s “Coronation Mass”

Carnegie Hall with John Rutter
3 time: 2005 Rutter’'s “Mass of the Children”

Lincoln Center — U.S. Premiere of Karl Jenkins
“Stabat Mater”

Madison Square Garden performance

McDonald’s Gospelfest winner
1t time: 2001

McDonald’s Gospelfest winner
2" time: 2002

McDonald’s Gospelfest winner
3" time: 2003

ABC7 TV appearance
Guests of Nutmeg Opera Company

Puccini’s “La Traviata”

Guests of Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra
“Viva Verdi” concert



SAbout Our Accompanist

Joseph J. Jacovino, Jr. graduated
from the Hartt College of Music with
a Bachelor of Music degree in Piano
Performance and from the Manhattan
School of Music with a Master’s Degree
in Music Education. He retired in 2014
as the Music Director at Holy Cross
High School in Waterbury, where he
directed the concert band, jazz band,
guitar ensemble, handbell choir, piano
keyboard class, and taught music theory for 35 years.

Since 2000, Mr. Jacovino has been the organist/cantor/choir
director at St. Rose of Lima Church in Newtown, where he has
conducted numerous concerts involving the St. Rose Festival Chorus
and Orchestra. In 2005 the choir traveled to Italy performing concerts
in Rome, Florence, and at the Vatican.

In addition to his 25 seasons as the Connecticut Master Chorale’s
extraordinarily talented accompanist, he is currently the accompanist
for the choirs at the Waterbury Arts Magnet School, and the staff
pianist for the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra. This is also his 20th
year as the Music Director of the Waterbury Chorale. He also directs
the Heritage Singers, at Heritage Village in Southbury.

Mrt. Jacovino has composed/arranged several vocal/choral
pieces, including "Mass of Gratitude" (St Rose Church) "Christmas
at the Palace" (a tribute to the Waterbury Palace Theater), "Enshrined
in the Grace of God", (dedicated to Waterbury's Shrine of St. Anne),
"And A Happy New Year.......with a Dash of Salsa", "Magnificat"
(soprano solo and organ), and “Something Beautiful for God”,
(based upon a prayer by Mother Teresa of Calcutta).

Mr. Jacovino has been an active piano soloist, having appeared with
the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra, Naugatuck Valley Community
College Orchestra, the Connecticut Master Chorale and Orchestra, and
the St. Rose Festival Chorus and Orchestra. He has appeared in recital
on numerous occasions as a classical organist and pianist. Joe currently
lives in Middlebury with his wife Roberta. His daughter Sara is a
professional trombonist/pianist/composer/arranger, living in
New York City.
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Waterhurcg Chorale O)

Joseph Jacovino, Music Director
Susan Anthony-Kiein, Accompanist

Waterbury Chorale Festival Orchestra g—

Presents

“Let Freedom eging”

A Celebration of 250 Years of
American Music & Camposers

Sunday April 19, 2026 4:00pm
St. John's Episcopal Church, On the Green, Waterbury, CT

Tickers $25 in advance, $30 ar the door. in advance: calll (860} 945-6890, or go 1o waterburychorale.org

ycars

I Hear America Singing, André J. Thomas
Chester, William Billings
Simple Gifts, arr Ryan Murphy
When Johnny Comes Marching Home, adapt. Jacovino
Lift Every Voice and Sing, James & Rosamond Johnson
Hoedown, Orchestral Feature, Aaron Copeland
1 Got Gershwin, G. & 1. Gershwin arr. A & M. Podd
Suite from “West Side Story”, Bernstein/Sondheim, arr. Mac Huff
You’ll Never Walk Alone/Climb Every Mountain
Rodgers & Hammerstein, arr. Hayes

The Words of Lincoln, John Purifoy
Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor, Berlin, arr. Roy Ringwald
Pledge of Allegiance, Osgood, arr. Bilingsley

Salute to the Armed Forces, arr. Camp Kirkland

God of Our Fathers, arr. Mack Wilberg
America, the Beautiful, arr. Martin & Angerman

God Bless America, Berlin, arr. Martin

The Star Spangled Banner, arr. Hayes
The Battle Hymn of the Republic, arr. Wilhousky




WMNR

Fine Arts Radio

e

An Oasis qf Classical
and Classic Music
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TATIANA AND VAL
MORTGAGE

Home sweet home
with a local loan.

In addition to a great rate, Tatiana and Val
wanted a loan from a bank they know and trust.
With Newtown Savings Bank they got the one-
on-one help they needed every step of the way.

~~ Newtown

Discov?r the Power of Local at "\ SaVingS Bank
NSBonline. rt
online.com/mortgages The Power of Local®

Member FDIC | f2y Equal Housing Lender



AeEmax Proud to Support SREmax
Connecticut Master Chorale

Robert Morey, Realtor®
Regional Director for Northern Fairfield County

RE/MAX Right Choice

43 South Main Street, Newtown
Offices also in Bethel, Trumbull, Milford, Bridgeport,
Berlin, South Windsor, & Stamford

Direct Line: (203) 512-1785
robert@robertmorey.com

Looking to buy or sell a home?
Search the entire MLS at
www.robertmorey.com

Congratulations to the Connecticut Master Chorale
on another fine season!

Outstanding Agents
- Outstanding Results® -

oy RE/MAX oy
v v




derome A. Mayer
Attorney at Law

A General Practice Law Firm
Offering Individualized Service
to Clients

2035.426.9282

203.426.9291 (fax)

jmayer@newtownlawyers.com
19 Church Hill Rd ¢ P.O. Box 810 ¢ Newtown
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Danbury

~~~ Funeral Directors ~~-

9-11 Granville Avenue
Danbury, CT 06810
203-748-6262

www.jowdykanefuneralhome.com




HANNAFIN, pC.

Attorneysgat Law

Legal Solutions * Lasting Relationships

Danbury Lawyers Serving Connecticut
Residents for Over 60 Years

Peer Review Rated
For Ethical Standards & Legal Ability ™

We provide
compassionate legal @ PREEMINENT ™
representation across all e s el
practice areas.

Super Lawyers

Our attorneys work
together to create better
solutions for you.

A full-service law firm Trust our firm’s

representing the effective approach
interests of Greater in handling all your
Danbury individuals and '
businesses. legal needs!
Francis J. Collins* + Edward J. Hannafin * Robert M. Opotzner « E. O'Malley Smith
Thomas W. Beecher * Eva M. DeFranco = Christopher K. Leonard * Paula Boa Sousa

Gregg A. Brauneisen** = Hillel Goldman** = John J. Bowser** = Stefanie A. Olivieri **
= Geraldine B Macaisa

*, Of Counsel
** flso Admitted in New York

148 DeeR HiLL AvENUE, DaNBURY, CT 06810
203-744-2150 — PHonE; 203-791-1126 — FAX

www.chlaw-ct.com
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Proud to support the

Connecticut
Master Chorale

in its 25t anniversary season!

Jurman Metrics, Inc.

555 Hammertown Rd.
P.O. Box 223
Monroe, CT 06468

David R. Jurman  Tel: (203) 261-0388
Erik R. Jurman Fax: (203) 268-9961

WWwWw.jurmanmetrics.com




Caraluzzs

WHERE TOP QUALITY MEETS LOW PRICES

www.caraluzzis.com

Caraluzis

MARKETS
BETHEL NEWTOWN WILTON DANBURY
98 Greenwood Ave 5 Queen St 920 Danbury Rd | 102 Mill Plain Rd

203-748-3547 203-270-7500 203-544-7021 203-743-8003

g?fmf 02205

#WINE & SPIRITS

DANBURY BETHEL WILTON RIDGEFIELD

19 Sugar HoIIow Rd.
Danbury, CT 06810
(203) 792-2152

102 M|II Plaln Rd. | 86 Greenwood Ave. | 920 Danbury Rd. 46 Danbury Rd.
Danbury, CT 06811 Bethel, CT 06801 Wilton, CT 06897 | Ridgefield, CT 06877
(203) 744-5399 (203) 743-4945 (203) 544-8528 (203) 894-9139




INGERSOLL

AUTO OF DANBURY

il @w ErME B

(203) 730-5766
84 Federal Road, Danbury, CT
www.IngersollAutoofDanbury.com
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SINCE 1985

Connecticut’s longest-running outdoor theater!
Musicals at Richter is a
proud suppouten of the
Cennecticut Master Chorale

2026 season

g&.. o

MARY
~ POPPINS

THE BROADWAY MUSICAL

Auditions March 26-29

Registration for our Summer Youth Musical
Theater Workshop has begun!

www.musicalsatrichter.org




JEWELRY DESIGNS

PROUD SPONSOR OF

CONNECTICUT MASTER CHORALE

CUSTOM JEWELRY DESIGNERS SINCE 1980
JEWELRYDESIGNS.COM 86 Mill Plain Rd, Danbury, CT



—=IN
DESIGN
L OCAL.

www.infinitypmm.com

iNnfinity

a design + print company

8/A Sand Pit Rd Danbury, CT
info@infinitypmm.com | 203-/48-1128




ENSMICROWAVE ..c

is proud to support the

Conneclicut

Master Chorale

Congratulations
on another great
season!

14 Commerce Dr.
Danbury, CT 06810
T: 203-794-7940 F:. 203-794-7941

www.ensmicro.com
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ANIMAL HOSPITAL

We are pleased to suppat
the auts for the greaten Danbuy avea!

State-of-the-Art Facility
Hospitalization & Surgical Services

House Calls
TLC Pet Boarding

www.Brookfield AnimalHospital.com
329 Federal Road, Brookfield, CT 06804
(203) 775-3679

The Standard of
n A 4\ Veterinary Excellence
AAN'A

ACCREDITED
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43 FABRICS & QUILTS

 ls prowd to support the
N Conmectiont Mastey

%" Chorale and thanks you

for making the holidny
36480/ Mote joyous.

Cotton Candy Fabrics
450 Federal Road
BrookField, CT 06804

203-885-0792

*
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KATHLEEN CRAGAN

I N T EREIFD IR\(DRFs" | G N

715 Ridgefield Rd.
Wilton, CT 06997
Tel: (203) 762-5964

kdcinteriors@gmail.com

www kathleencraganinteriordesign.com

Mention this ad for a free

consultation valued at $7150




Studio Golf

Indoor/Outdoor Training

Featuring

Angelo Lopiano, PGA

Top 100 Instructor in the USA

388 Danbury Rd.
Wilton, CT 06897
203-761-0824 (work, fax)
203-820-3337 (cell)
angelo@studiogolf.com
www.studiogolf.com

*Mention this ad for a 50% discount

on a half-hour lesson.*™




Alar

We have a nice selection!

Your local
independent
bookstore

BYRD'S
BOOKS

BYRDSBOOKS.COM

178 Greenwood Avenue Bethel,
Connecticut 06801

203 730 BYRD (2973)




Honan Funeral Home
Family Owned And Operated Since 1903

Daniel T. Honan
Funeral Director, Manager

58 Main Street
Newtown, Connecticut, 06470

203-426-2751 — phone
203-426-2751 — fax

www.honanth.com
honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net



! SOUTHBURY
l MUSIC

mmumunmum STUDIO

Lessons
Individuals, Ensembles, Rock Bands
Highly qualified private instructors

Adult Learners
The Southbury Music Studio has an active
and growing community of adult students.

Lentals
Only the best, newest name-brand rentals every time!

Sales
Instruments, Accessories, Sheet Music

Lepairs
Free estimates on all woodwind, brass,
and string instrument repairs.

Southbury Plaza 203-805-8767
100 Main St. North info@southburymusic.com
Southbury, CT 06488 www.southburymusic.com
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
DANBURY CT

Bringing God’s Music to Danbury Since 1696

10 AM Sunday Services

Communion Sunday --
First Sundays

Jazz Sunday --
Third Sundays

Deer Hill Thrift Shop
Saturdays 10 AM -2 PM




Connecticut Master Chorale
FHappy 250” Birthday, Americal

Pledge of Allegiance Linda Spevacek
words by Francis Bellamy

Folk Songs of America arr. Dan Forrest
How Firm a Foundation
I Know That My Redeemer Lives *
The Nightingale *
The Girl I Left Behind Me *
Who Can Sail Without the Wind? *
When I Can Read My Title Clear
Long, Long Ago
Skip to My Lou

* May Steinberg, piano primo

15-minufe infermission

Hoe-Down (from Rodeo) Aaron Copland
I Hear America Singing André Thomas
From Sea to Shining Sea Samuel A. Ward
words by Katharine Lee Bates; arr. Maurice C. Whitney

God of Our Fathers George William Warren
words by Daniel Crane Roberts; arr. Mary McDonald

A Festive Call to Freedom arr. Joseph Martin
My Country, “Tis of Thee Thesaurus Musicus

words by Samuel Frances Smith; arr. Dan Forrest

Armed Forces — The Pride of Americal arr. Greg Gilpin
orchestration by Larry Clark



Gonnecticut Master Chorale

Tina Johns Heidrich, Music Director and Conductor
Joseph Jacovino, Jr., Accompanist

SOPRANO

Karrie Beaulieu
Debbie Benham
Ginnie Carey
Sheila Corr
Carina Decremer
Emily Flower
Libby Donohue
Elizabeth Flaherty
Mary Georgette
Michele McDonald
Christine Michel
Ann Marie Palmieri
Diane Peterson
Kristen Schretzenmayer
Peg Sheehan
Marianne Simonetti
May Steinberg
Michaele Taylor

TENOR

Robert Boncoddo
Robert Bria
Steve Gardner
David Jurman
David Nicholson
Brad Peterson
Tim Smith
Daria Verelley
Rev. Gregory Wismar

ALTO

Gale Barna
Julie Bennett
Angela Caes

Sandy Chadwick
Anita Corbeil
Teresa DeCatlo
Anna DeVeau-Jalbert
Heidi Flower
Rebecca Lewis

Bobbi Lyon

Cathy Nickse
Nancy Northrop
Kate Peterson
Julie Pope
Nancy Raymond
Jenna Richards
Kate Vengrove

BASS

James P. Alworth II1
Chris Blake
Mike Carbonneau
Dana Demand
Paul Giammatteo
Eric Hudson
Joseph Jacovino
Tim Koch
David Morey
Steve Peterson
Gary Sander



Gonnecticut Master Chorale Orchestra

Violin I
Cyrus Stevens
Concertmaster

Dongbin Shin

Stephanie Ruddy

Violin II

Lisa Homann
Dana Takaki
Debbie Stowell

Viola
Nola Campbell
Jonathan Kane

Cello
George Krogi
Carolyn Engle

Bass
John Mobilio

Flute
Arielle Burke

Oboe
Olive Homann

Clarinets
James Kleiner
John Pytel

Bassoons
Aerin Switzer
Morgan Pope

French Horn
Julia Cavagnaro
Marjorie Callaghan

Trumpets

Frank Tamburro
Rick Shaw

Trombones
Jackie-Harris Stone
Yuki Mori

Tuba
Walter Gibson

Percussion
Robert Nolte

Timpani
Mark Ryan

Piano
Joseph Jacovino, Jr.

Personnel Manager, Walter Gibson



Program Motes

by Ginnie Carey

Pledge of Allegiance — words by Francis Bellamy (1855 - 1931); arr.
Linda Spevacek (b. 1945). The Pledge of Allegiance was written in
August 1892 by Baptist minister Francis Bellamy, who had hoped that
the pledge would be used by citizens in any country. First published in
The Youth's Companion on September 8, 1892, the original text read “1
pledge allegiance to my Flag and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” In 1923, “my
Flag” was changed to "the Flag of the United States of America” in
order to specify which flag was being honored. The pledge was
officially adopted by Congress in 1942. In 1954, responding to the
Communist threat of the times, President Eisenhower encouraged
Congress to add the words "under God," creating the 31-word pledge
in use today.

Folk Songs of America — arr. Dan Forrest (b. 1978)

From acclaimed composer Dr. Dan Forrest comes the American
Folksongs Series. He has created this choral cycle to fulfill a personal
goal of bringing individual commissions together to participate in a
larger narrative and build a sense of community. Folk Songs of
America contains his new settings of American folk songs,
representing distinctive facets of the richly diverse people and places
found through various periods of American history, reaching the heart
and soul through his formidable pairing of incisive writing and musical
excellence.

¢ How Firm a Foundation — words by John Rippon (1751- 1836).
First published in A Compilation of Genuine Church Music in 1832 by
Joseph Funk (1778 - 1862) with the hymn tune PROTECTION.



The shape note system of musical notation, which made it easier
for ordinary singers to learn to read music, first appeared in New
England in 1801 and quickly became a popular teaching device as
different variations spread, especially in the South. The text boldly
asks, what stronger foundation can God give to His children who
flee to him for protection, than the precious promises of His
Word? Stanza after stanza then affirms these promises of
protection and comfort, which helps to explain why it became one
of the most influential hymns of the Civil War era.

Robert E. Lee requested that “How Firm a Foundation” be sung
at his funeral, and it was also a favorite of Andrew Jackson and
Theodore Roosevelt. Perhaps the most moving American
historical idea, however, is the thought of the countless soldiers,
fighting on both sides of the Civil War, who would have known
this particular hymn and clung to its promises on the battlefield.
This setting is inspired by that thought and therefore uses a
musical style which evokes the 19" century American folk hymn
tradition.

I Know That My Redeemer Lives — Frances Carter Wood
(1824 - 1872); words by Samuel Medley (1738 - 1799). Sometimes
called “Shout On”, this vigorous, energetic setting comes from
another shape note collection, The Sacred Harp. First published in
1844 by Georgians B. F. White (1800 - 1879) and E. J. King
(1821 - 1844), it is still in use today in singing communities that
have spread from the American south to most of the United
States, Europe, and Australia. The hymn tune is ANTIOCH,
#277, and it was composed by F. C. Wood in 1850.

The inaugural pieces in Folk Songs of America are the Two
Colonial Folksongs, commissioned by the Williamsburg Choral Guild
for their 35" anniversary. “The Nightingale” and “The Girl I Left
Behind Me” celebrate the common idea of a soldier in the
Colonial/Revolutionary era, the Appalachian folk song tradition,
and that most timeless of folk song subjects — love. It is a
satisfying tribute to the musical heritage of America that choirs and
audiences today can enjoy the same songs that early Americans did
hundreds of years ago.



Most colonial music derives from the Old Lands - England,
Ireland, Scotland - but even in this early era of American history, a
New Land spirit was starting to form. The texts and tunes of both
of these folk songs have ties to 17th century England, but were
brought to the New Land, where a number of variants became
quite popular. Both sing of a soldier - in the first, a “brave
volunteer” whose fiddle enchants a fair lady, and in the second, a
blustering soldier whose professions of love are rather belied by
his jaunty fife tune and his tales of soldiering.

The Nightingale is an American variant of the English folk song,
“The Bold Grenadier”. Often called “One Morning in May”, the
haunting pentatonic tune was published in 80 Appalachian Folk
Songs by Cecil Sharp (1859 - 1924) and Maud Karpeles (1885 -
1976). They were pivotal figures in the early 20 century English
folk revival movement, who collaborated on extensive collecting
trips from 1915 to 1919, most notably in the Appalachian
Mountains, resulting in the preservation of hundreds of folk songs
and dances.

The Girl I Left Behind Me is of debated origin (English or
Irish). Some sources claim it was popular in the colonial era, while
others argue that it only crossed the Atlantic after the Revolution.
Either way, one can easily sense that its narrative style and light-
hearted fife tune would be quite at home in colonial America. It is
said to have often been played when soldiers went to war or a
naval ship set sail.

Who Can Sail Without the Wind? Commissioned by the
Hopkins (Minnesota) High School Concert Choir, this is the
fourth piece in the Folksongs of America cycle. A Swedish
language folk song and lullaby that originated in the Swedish
speaking areas of modern-day Finland, it was well known among
Swedish immigrants in the American upper Midwest and would
have had particular meaning for Scandinavians singing

about leaving their homeland, although the theme of the text is
broadly applicable to other “partings” as well. The contours of the
piano accompaniment suggest waves against a boat, while the
haunting vocal melody floats above it.



When I Can Read My Title Clear — words by Isaac Watts (1674
- 1748). This melody is taken from Kentucky Harmony, published in
1817 by Ananias Davisson (1780 - 1857), the first shape note tune
book to originate in the South. Expressing the longing for a clear
understanding of one's place in God's plan and the promise of
eternal life, the title refers to the future state of glory and
recognition in heaven, where believers will fully understand their
identity and relationship with God. The hymn suggests that this
clear understanding will come only when the believer is in heaven,
not while still on earth. Regarded as the “Godfather of English
Hymnody”, Isaac Watts is credited with some 750 hymns, many of
them still commonly sung in churches today.

Long, Long Ago — Thomas Hayes Bayly (1797 - 1839). A typical
example of the early 19th century American “parlor song”, with its
simple, singable melody and nostalgic emphasis on separation and
longing. This new setting preserves the wistful mood of the
original song, but casts it in a more modern musical idiom.
Thomas H. Bayly was an English poet, songwriter, dramatist and
writer. Written in 1833 and originally called "The Long Ago", the
title was changed by the editor Rufus Wilmot Griswold when it
was finally published in 1843, posthumously, in a Philadelphia
magazine, along with a collection of other songs and poems by
Bayly. It was the most popular song in the United States in 1844
and has remained a favorite over the years, right into the twentieth
century.

Skip to My Lou originated in the American frontier play-party in
the 1800’s. Square dancing was forbidden by frontier preachers,
and its common instrument, the fiddle, was deemed “of the devil”,
so families instead held play -parties, with more “innocent”
dancing and without instruments. This song would have been sung
by paired partners, joining hands with other couples, skipping in a
circle around one partner-less person. Eventually the center person
chose a partner, the new partner-less person went to the center of
the ring, and the song began again. Over 40 verses of text have
been identified, with all sorts of regional variations. The poet Carl
Sandburg, a biographer of President Abraham Lincoln, writes that
"Skip-to-My-Lou" was a popular party game in Lincoln's youth in
southern Indiana.



Hoe-down (from Rodeo) — Aaron Copland (1900 - 1990).

One of the most respected composers of the 20th century, Copland
incorporated popular musical forms into his compositions and created
uniquely American classical music. His ballet Rodeo is a celebration of
the Old West, and was commissioned by the Ballet Russe de Monte
Carlo, a dance company that moved to the U. S. during World War II.
They hired Agnes de Mille as their choreographer, and she talked a
reluctant Copland into a collaboration that became famous in
American dance and musical history. The ballet premiered in 1942 at
the Metropolitan Opera House and received 22 curtain calls.

I Hear America Singing — André ]. Thomas (b. 1952). Dr. Thomas
has distinguished himself as a composer, conductor, and author and
has been described as “the master of Gospel music” because of his
creative arrangements of traditional spirituals. After a long career
teaching at Florida State University, he was Visiting Professor of
Conducting and Interim Conductor of the Yale Camerata from

2020 to 2022, and had a special three -year relationship with the
London Symphony Orchestra beginning in 2022, “expanding their
canvas of musical styles” by featuring diverse artists and composers,
such as Wynton Marsalis, and introducing Symphonic Southern Gospel
to the LSO repertoire.

This composition, combining the spiritual “Walk Together, Children”
with additional text by American poet Walt Whitman was conducted by
the composer at the February 2012 President’s Day Choral Festival
Concert at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. In his
notes about the experience he wrote, “As we sang and played “I Hear
America Singing”, I could feel not only the words of Walt Whitman
and the slaves in that setting but that I was clearly transforming the
jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood!”.

From Sea to Shining Sea — Samuel A. Ward (1848 - 1903); words by
Katharine Lee Bates (1859 - 1929); arr. Maurice C. Whitney (1909 -
1984). An arrangement based on “America the Beautiful”, this work
has often been called the national hymn of the United States. Of
particular interest to us here in New England is the fact that the lyrics
were written by Katharine Lee Bates, a native of Falmouth, MA, and a
professor of English Literature at Wellesley College. She was inspired



by the view from Pike’s Peak and wrote the text down as soon as she
returned to her hotel. Her poem was first published in 1895 and was
sung to several other melodies before finally being set in 1910 to the
New Jersey composer Samuel A. Ward’s hymn “Materna”.

God of Our Fathers — George William Warren (1828 - 1902); words
by Daniel Crane Roberts (1841 - 1907); arr. Mary McDonald (b. 1956).
Episcopal priest Daniel C. Roberts, a veteran of the Union Army with a
deep interest in history, is known to have written only this single poem
intended to commemorate the first Centennial of Independence Day in
1867. Organist and Choir Director George Warren of St. Thomas
Episcopal Church in New York City composed the hymn tune
NATIONAL HYMN as a setting for the poem, which has been used
to celebrate many patriotic gatherings through the years.

A Festive Call to Freedom — words and arr. Joseph Martin (b. 1959).
A traditional Shaker hymn takes on fresh purpose when joined with
this original patriotic text by Joseph Martin, a powerful choral
arrangement that celebrates the gifts of freedom and liberty and lauds
our “citizens brave and free”. Recognized throughout the United States
for his over 2500 choral compositions, both sacred and secular, his
music has been heard in such diverse locations as Carnegie Hall in New
York City, and the Mel Tillis Theatre in Branson, Missouri, and is used
in worship services in churches across the United States and Canada.
He continues to surprise audiences with the variety and scope of his
compositions and arrangements.

My Country, ‘Tis of Thee — words by Samuel Francis Smith

(1808 - 1895); AMERICA from Thesaurus Musicus (1744); arr. Dan
Forrest. A significant 18" century English anthology, published in
London by J. Simpson, Thesaurus Musicus includes “God Save the
Queen”, the melody used for “My Country, “Tis of Thee”. With lyrics
by Samuel F. Smith, an American Baptist minister, journalist and
author, this song served as one of the de facto national anthems of the
United States (along with songs like "Hail, Columbia") before the
adoption of "The Star-Spangled Banner" as the official U.S. national
anthem in 1931. Commissioned by the United States Air Force
Academy Band, Dan Forrest’s dramatic arrangement breathes new life
into the time-honored patriotic hymn.



Armed Forces — The Pride of America! — arr. Greg Gilpin (b. 1969);
orchestration by Larry Clark (b. 1963). Greg Gilpin and Larry Clark
have created the definitive patriotic American musical presentation
with this medley of songs from five military branches and marches
from John Philip Sousa and Edwin Eugene Bagley, culminating in our
National Anthem.

“The Caisson Song” (Army)
by Edmund L. Gruber

“The Marine’s Hymn” (Marines)
words by Henry C. Davis, music by Jacques Offenbach

“Anchors Aweigh” (Navy)
by Capt. Alfred Hart Miles and Charles Zimmerman

“Semper Paratus” (Coast Guard)
words and music by Captain Francis Saltus Van Boskerck

“The U. S. Air Force” (Air Force)
by Robert Crawford

“The Star Spangled Banner”
words by Francis Scott Key, music by John Stafford Smith

LAND OF THE FREE BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE!




Opecial Acknowledgements

First Congregational Church of Danbury, CT

We are delighted to have our concert today in this beautiful sanctuary!
Our most gracious thanks to Music Director Jim Moriarty, Moderator
Heidi Palmer, Caretaker Ramon Howell, Admin/Digital Outreach
Coordinator Gregory Pings, the staff, and the entire Congregation.

South Britain Congregational Church, South Britain, CT

We are pleased to continue to have our rehearsal home at the South
Britain Congregational Church. A very special thank you to Pastor Jeff
Lukens, the SBCC staff, committees, and the entire church family for
their wonderful hospitality.

Auxiliary parking lots

We’d like to acknowledge and thank area establishments for use of
their parking areas for today’s concert: Danbury City Hall, United
Jewish Center, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Cohen and Wolf
Law Office, Collins Hannafin Law Office, Talarico, Frizzell & Olivo
Law Office, Bernadette Kallas of Deer Hill West, LLC., and Clay
Pierce Enterprises.

David Jurman

Our sincerest gratitude to David for the design and construction of
the conductor’s podium. Also, for our CD duplication and disc
printing.

Our advertisers and contributors

We are proud and very appreciative to have the support of local
businesses and individuals who provide a financial foundation for
the Connecticut Master Chorale. It makes our concerts possible!

Concert front management

These acknowledgements would not be complete without recognition
of family members and friends who are performing the multitude of
functions such as reception, ticket sales and collection, ushering, and
assisting our physically impaired guests.
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Oupporiers of the Gonnecticut Master Chorale

Grand Benefactor

In loving memory of Nicholas
& Stella Johns

Benefactor

In celebration of Connecticut
Master Chorale’s 25™ season!

In honor of my parents Joan
& Joe Karpowich from David
& Daria Verelley

Patron

In loving memory of
Virginia Cramer

Eric & Donna Hudson

David R. Jurman

In loving memory of
Tess Jacqueline Tanner Meisel

Michael and Peg Sheehan

In loving memory of
Thomas D. Sheehan

In loving memory of
John V. Tanner

Donor

About Hair, Brookfield

Dennis & Gale Barna

Karrie & Gary Beaulieu

In loving memory of Sandy &
Richard Benham, Charlene
Giardina (Benham) and Billy
Benham

In loving memory of Robert &
Sandra Benham and Charlene
Giardina from Michele &
Tom McDonald

Hugh & Ginnie Carey

Allan & Anita Corbeil

Sheila & David Corr

Teresa DeCarlo

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs.
Joseph Didia and Mr. & Mrs.
Dan Taylor

Rich & Marlene Drygas

Martha & Paul Giammatteo

Trish Grinnell

Daniel P. Jowdy

Bobbi Lyon &
Steve Twitchell

Catherine & Richard Malek

Allen Mardis, Jr.

New Fairfield Community
Thrift Shop

Steven & Diane Peterson

Douglas Roberts

Mary & Lydon Thomas

In loving memory of Margaret
Tomko and Alex Nassra
from Helen Nassra

Lynda & Eugene Willingham

Sponsor

Sandy Chadwick

Wendy Fong

Kate Peterson

In loving memory of Thomas J.
Miller & Billie Starr
from Fran Weston

In loving memory of
Concordia J. Smith

Contributor

Karen Greer
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Retail Shop
89 Elm Street
New Canaan, CT 06840
203.966.5673

Wilton Design Studio
203.761.4992

Mobile Number
203.291.9323

www.earthgardenflowers.com
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A REDDING OWNED BUSINES_Sd_.’ , TRAVEL SPECIALIST
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CONNECT WITH ME TO LEARN MORE

ANGELA CAES

FERNLEAFTRAVEL.COM
(203) 524-1641




DENTAL
ASSOCIATES

OF CONNECTICUT

Where Our Family
Cares for Yours

DentalAssociates.us
General Dentistry « Cosmetic Dentistry

Pediatric Dentistry « Oral Surgery « Periodontics
Implants « Invisalign « Braces

Newtown Scan the QR code below

32 Church Hill Rd. Suite 201 to schedule your
(203) 426-5891 appointment:
Danbury

36 Padanaram Road
(203) 748-5717

A

New Milford o=
1 Aspetuck Ave

(860) 355-4137 L,Né’éﬁﬁ%‘éﬁ

DentalAssociates.us




Middlebury Dental Group

Dr. Ratnakr Mandava

Exceptional dental care utilizing

the latest advances in dentistry

For every member of your family
delivered with a caring gentle touch.

Gentle Ultrasonic Cleanings

Teeth Whitening

Gum Care

Precision-crafted crowns, bridges,
full or partial dentures

Implants

Care for TMJ (jaw pain)

Headache Relief

Unhurried Appointments

Early Morning & Evening hours

Many insurance plans accepted

and filed for you

Call today! 203-758-2116

415 Middlebury Road (Route 64)

Middlebury, CT (Exit 17 off 84)

www.middleburydentalgroup.com




Proud Supporters of the
Arts in Connecticut!

Discover the spirit of
craftsmanship at Connecticut’s
premiere distillery. We're
passionate about transforming
locally grown grains into
exceptional spirits. Visit us for a
free tour and tasting—reserve
yours today at
LitchfieldDistillery.com.

LITGRFIELD

DISTILLERY.
THE SPIRIT OF HARD WORK' =

©2024 Litchfield Distillery, Litchfield, CT. Please sip responsibly.

CONNECTICUT



PRO HOME DETAIL /\l
Residential & Commercial

Interior / Exterior M

Ricardo Silva
Cell: 203-947-0848
E-mail: rsricardo@me.com
Facebook: @ProHomeDetail

Pressure Washing ¢ General Repairs
Carpentry ¢ Painting
Home Improvement

Free estimates * References upon request

Connecticut * New York ¢ Rhode Island




RICHIE’S
ROOFING

Roof Replacement
Roof Repair
Gutter Installation

Multi-Family & HOA’s
Storm Damage

7 Woods Way
New Fairfield, CT 06812
203-994-3019
richiesroofing@gmail.com
www.richiesroofingct.com
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@nami

National Alliance on Mental lliness

NAMI is the National Alliance on Mental Illness. We are
the nation's largest grassroots mental health organization.

Find Support Get Involved Advocate for Change

NAMI Connecticut

Millions of Americans (5.7% of adults) have serious
mental illness. During their lives, 46% of Americans
will experience mental illness. NAMI can help.

NAMI provides advocacy, education, support and
public awareness so that all individuals and their
families affected by mental illness can build better
lives. Most services are free.

Website: www.namict.org
Phone: (860)882-0236




Foxes Music Company

Instruments, Sheet Music,
Lessons & Accessories

416 S. Washington St.

Falls Church, VA 22046
703-533-7393

www.foxesmusic.com

e-mail: sheetmusic@foxesmusic.com

e A full-service music store serving
the community since 1953.

e Vast inventory of printed music

e Competitive discounts for music
teachers, schools, churches,
community choirs, and bands.

e Large inventory of high-quality
band and string instruments and
accessories.

Sheet Music
Downloads




MACRA

MECHANICAL CONSTRUCTION | SERVICE

-DESIGN BUILD

-CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
-HEATING/VENTILATING/AIR CONDITION
-PLUMBING AND PIPING SYSTEMS
-PROCESS SYSTEMS

Now offering 24/7 On-Call Mechanical and Plumbing Service Support!

CONSTRUCTION-860-675-6060
SERVICE-860-470-7119

MFACRI



200
ANIMAL
COMPANIONS

PET CARE LLC

sl

Providing affordable pet care,
including overnights and exotic or
medically needy pets in the Greater
Waterbury Area since 2004/

Book your free Meet & Greet today!

M animalcompanionsllc@gmail.com

@animalcompanionspetcare



Financial freedom starts with a plan.

Let us help you design it.

DAMIEN CAILLAULT, CRPC®, CFP*®
Assoctate Vice President, Wealth Management

Wealth plannming for clients with significant
financial assets requires sophisticated strategies.

LV Financial of Raymond James
Damien Caillault, CRPC®, CFP®
Associate Vice President, Wealth Management
163 Madison Avenue, Suite 101
Morristown, NJ 07960
damien.caillault@raymondjames.com
973.683.2467 // investlvfinancial.com
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Center for Financial Planning, Inc.
owns and licenses the certification marks CFP*, CErTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®,
and CFP" (with plaque design) in the United States to Certified Financial Planner
Board of Standards, Inc., which authorizes individuals who successfully complete the

organization’s initial and ongoing certification requirements to use the certification marks.
{ gong

CRPC™ and Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor™ are registered service marks
of the College for Financial Planning.Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New

York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 25-BR3AS-0114 TA 10/25



MN\MGS

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Stephen R. Schneider
Managing Partner

As a Financial Advisor, |
can offer you a wide range
of services, from helping
you select individual
investments to developing
a retirement plan.

With access to a broad
array of company
resources -- including
research analysts and
economic and market
experts -- | can help you
make informed investment
decisions based on your
specific needs.

Contact me if
you'd like me to
help you develop

strategies for

pursuing your
financial goals.

MGS Wealth Management, LLC
44 Old Ridgebury Rd. Suite 135A
Danbury, CT 06810
Tel: 203-997-0100
stephen.r.schneider@mgswm.com

Member FINRA/SIPC




VEG.
VANDERBILT

FINANCIAL GROUP
WESTPORT

CHRISTOPHER MCCLURE
SR. WEALTH MANAGER

Tel: 203-222-8933
Toll Free: 800-758-0545

18 Kings Highway North
Westport CT 06860

cmcclure@vanderbiltsecurites.com
www.vanderbiltfinancialgroup.com

e Securities offered through Vanderbilt Securities, LLC
e Member: FINRA, SIPC e Registered with MSRB
e Advisory Services offered through Vanderbilt Advisory Services
e Insurance Services offered through Vanderbilt Insurance
and other agencies
e Clearing Agent: Fidelity Clearing & Custody Solutions

Supervising Office: 125 Froehlich Farm Blvd, Woodbury, NY 11797
For additional information on services, disclosures, fees,

and conflicts of interest,
please visit www.vanderbiltfg.com



C |pESTIVRLS

Have your school or church music group enjoy a
day at Lake Compounce in Bristol CT.

Help your ensemble reach their next musical
milestone of growth!

Start the day with a performance that is
evaluated by two positive, well trained,
prestigious adjudicators.

2026 Dates - May 15, 21, 22, 28, 29
Mike Carbonneau - Site Director
www.highnotefestivals.com

CnOC@Dlll E]
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Connecticut Classic Concerts
presents

Thirzah Bendokas, Cellist

Jason Fontaine, piano & Chamber Organ
na

Mether’s Day Concent
Song of the Cello

Dvorak’s

“Songs My Mother Taught Me”

Mozart, Bach, Mascagni and others
Sunday, May 10, 2026 — 3:00 p.m.

The Shrine of St. Anne
515 South Main St.,
Waterbury

*Free Admission*

Contact:
ctconcerts@agmail.com




MARCHET TI
CONSULTING
ENGINEERS

marchetticonsultingengineers.com
(914) 764-9011
info@marchetticonsultingengineers.com

Independent Consulting Engineer Experts in
Westchester, NY

Professional Engineers Licensed in
CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, and FL

About Us

Marchetti Consulting Engineers is a family-owned,
award-winning, multi-disciplined firm. We take our
clients’ projects from concept to completion with
seamless coordination between all engineering
disciplines. We specialize in system design
engineering for new and existing industrial,
commercial, and residential projects.

Services

Structural Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Plumbing Engineering
Fire Protection
Alternate Energies
Civil Engineering
Coastal Engineering




Picture yourself at the pinnacle of senior living.
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For over 25 years, Meadow Ridge has offered a
distinct perspective on senior living.

Nestled on 136 acres in picturesque Redding, CT, Meadow Ridge
offers superior service, gourmet cuisine and unparalleled amenities.
Discover our spacious, well-appointed apartment homes adorned
with luxury finishes and outdoor spaces. Our team of dedicated
associates takes care of home maintenance so you can concentrate
on the things that bring you joy.

We proudly congratulate Connecticut Master Chorale on its 25th
Anniversary Season and its tribute to America’s 250th birthday.

Rl d ge 293-717-4793 .
LifeAtMeadowRidge.com

A Distinctive Lifecare Community

100 Redding Road | Redding, CT 06896

Managed by Benchmark Senior Living




IST

IBERATI &
STOCKWELL, LLC

Certified Public Accountants

Sebastian C. Lisi, CPA, CGMA
Kevin M. Liberati, CPA
Sandra K. Stockwell, CPA, CDFA
Wallace Zuckerman, CPA

Timely & Personalized Services

Tax Preparation
Business Consulting
Divorce Consulting

Bookkeeping
IRS Representation
Financial Statements

(203) 426-2402
LisiAndLiberatiCPA.com

103 South Main Street, Ste 5, Newtown, CT 06470




Proud to Support
the Connecticut
Master Chorale

Il IVES BANK

Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.

vesBank.com | 844.723.2265



Working hand-in-hand
to build strong communities.

Union Savings Bank is proud to support
the Connecticut Master Chorale.

Thank you for enriching our community.

< Union

) Savings Bank..

unionsavings.com | 866.872.1866 foic & ©EO0@




